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The Centralized Labs: From Innovation to Inspiration

o support burgeoning research activities
Tand to provide for future growth, CUHK
has built a state-of-the-art Centralized Science
Laboratories Building (Centralized Labs).
Located on a hillside on central campus,
overlooking Tai Po Road to the South and
connecting to the Science Centre to the North,
the new six-storey structure has a gross floor
area of some 11,000 squared metres. Five
of the storeys will house over 70 purpose-

designed laboratories for advanced research

by the Science and Medical Faculties, as well
as a comprehensive range of other facilities.
According to the Building Committee, the
Centralized Labs is the first building in Hong
Kong catering for scientific experimental
needs from day one of its design and which
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a few years ago, and
in 2002, succeeded

in securing funding

What Users Have to Say

Prof. Jimmy Yu of the Chemistry Department: ‘When
I want to focus on my experiment, I can simply

from the University draw the blinds; when I want to enjoy the view of

Grants Committee

Tolo Harbour, 1 can open them. The environment of
for the project. A my new lab looks really promising.’

Building Committee Prof. Kwan Hoi-shan of the Department of Biology:

‘We will have microbiology, bacteriology, micrology,
cell culture and other labs that meet the highest
international standards in the new building. The

was set up under
the Campus Planning Committee, and it conducted a tender exercise to
appoint an architect. The Building Committee also met frequently with the
future users of the building to learn about their needs and expectations environment is also nice with the wider corridors

in detail. and ample bench-to-bench space.’

The present design was

selected for functional

considerations, harmony
with the natural terrain and
respect for the surrounding
environment. It was sub-
sequently
the

Committee.

endorsed by
Campus Planning
Throughout
the construction process,
the Committee continued
to keep a close eye on

quality and progress.

Innovations

The Centralized Labs
is an innovative
research building in
terms of safety, energy
and

Its

conservation

user-friendliness.
layout is conducive to
interaction between
the different academic
specialitiesandamong
the

choice of construction

scholars. From
materials and design
of laboratory facilities,
to the lighting, air-
conditioning and
exhaust systems, the
building strives to
maximize user safety

and comfort while

conserving energy. ¥






